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requested him to lose no time, and offered to leave
a large canoe for our use, when we returned from
the Bonny; however, Captain Smith would not
agree to their request; and when they discovered,
that, instead of being a trader, we were looking
out for slavers, they were glad to get away. Our
pilot partook of their alarm, and, on the following
morning, he sent back the casks empty, with a
message, that he could not come on board again.

There is much enmity between the Bonny and
the New Calabar people, arising principally out of
their rivalship in the trade with foreign vessels. A
short time ago, they had a fight on board an Eng-
lish ship, under the following circumstances.

The New Calabar people had got on board the
ship Huskinson, and were taking her up to their
town. On the passage, they were attacked by a
number of large canoes, well manned and armed,
from the Bonny: a desperate struggle ensued ; the
Bonny people lost many lives, but they succeeded
in boarding the vessel, dislodging their opponents,
and triumphantly carried the ship into their river;
thus securing all her trade to themselves. This
fight did not, on the present occasion, produce
war between the rival people, as such incidents
usually do ; it merely had the effect of suspending
their intercourse for a short period. Their war
canoes are very large, and will carry from 50 to
100 men, well armed with muskets, pistols, sabres,
arid sometimes a small gun in the bow.